
People have many reasons to want to bury their pet at home or on other private property such 

as their ranch or cabin. 

Reasons to bury may include:

Although these are all good reasons, it is important to understand the di�erence of burying a 

pet that has died naturally versus a pet that has been euthanized.  With euthanasia, the drugs 

that are used to sedate, anesthetize and/or euthanize a pet are used in large doses and are 

considered poisons.  Pentobarbital, the primary drug used for euthanasia, can stay in the body 

and soil for years and cause secondary poisoning if ingested. 

Never bury a pet on public land (beaches, parks, etc.) or on someone else's 
private land without permission

What can happen with the improper burial of a euthanized pet:

  

Home Burial and your Pet

Chance for a ceremonial good-bye

Ability to have pet nearby to visit and memorialize

Desire to unearth and bring to a new home

Less cost

Your pet could be dug up by other pets or wildlife and removed from his/her sacred spot

Your pet could be dug up and ingested by other pets or wildlife. Because of the toxicity of 

the pentobarbital, pets or other wildlife could die from secondary ingestion of the 

medications

Pentobarbital can leech into soil and water and cause illness or death if ingested

Pet parents can be fined if secondary poisoning occurs from their pet.  The fines are 

especially high if the poisoned animal is an endangered species



Always check local laws for pet burial as regulations may change

Tips for burial of your pet and other alternatives:

Ensuring your pet has a final, dignified resting place; by following local ordinances, planning 
appropriately and keeping the environment in mind, will bring greater peace during a difficult time.
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Digging may cause disruption of utility lines

Digging under a tree can cause damage to roots and death of the tree

Bury at least 4 feet deep. Ensure that at least 3 feet of dirt is covering the pet, noting that larger 

pets need to be buried at depths of 4-5 feet. Most commercial burial plots are 6 feet deep

Place large stones or other heavy objects over the burial site to discourage scavenging

Bury in a high and dry place to avoid water contamination, or unearthing during flooding

Consider helping the environment by using a biodegradable "casket" or container, rather than 

plastic or other non-biodegradable products for burial

Burial at a pet cemetery avoids legal ramifications and the arduous work of digging, while 

providing a setting to visit your pet

Cremate your pet, then bury the contained ashes. This eliminates potential secondary poisoning 

of pets and wildlife and it is easier to unearth ashes if moving to a new home

Cremate your pet and spread the ashes in his/her favorite place


